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AWARENESS CAMPAIGN IN NORTH, EAST,WEST AND SOUTH (NEWS) REGIONS
As you are aware that Indian Plywood Industries Research and Training Institute (IPIRTI) had planned
to organize Awareness Campaign in different parts of the country i.e. North, East, West and South
(NEWS) regions in collaboration and support of Institute of Wood Science & Technology (IWST),
Forest Research Institute (FRI) and Wood & Wood based Panel industries/industry association to bring
awareness about latest technologies and the recent innovation in Research & Development and also to
receive feedback from industries about their issues and problems.
Eventually, the first awareness campaign at Northern region was held on 20th December, 2019 at FRI,
Dehradun. IPIRTI originally proposed to organize awareness campaign in the Northern region at
IPIRTI Mohali Centre. However, FRI, Dehradun had already scheduled the Industry-Institute TechnoEconomic Meet on 20th December, 2019, IPIRTI along with IWST joined the event to share this
common platform to provide opportunity for all the industry stakeholders to discuss and share their
in-out strategies in order to develop wood based panel industries in the country. The second awareness
campaign in the Eastern region was held at IPIRTI Field Station, Kolkata on 23rd December, 2019 and
the outcome of the event was published in the IPIRTI NEWSLETTER Vol. 20, No. 3 & No.4 July-Dec,
2019. Now, in this issue, it is our pride to share the success stories of the Southern region and Western
region campaigns which were organized on 17th January, 2020 at Bengaluru and 5th March, 2020 at
Gandhidham respectively.

“South Indian Industry - Institute Meet” in Association with South Indian
Plywood Manufacturers Association (SIPMA)
Awareness Campaign in the Southern region through “South Indian Industry - Institute Meet” in
association with South Indian Plywood Manufacturers Association (SIPMA) was organized at IPIRTI
campus, Bengaluru. Shri. Ajai Mishra, IFS, PCCF (Development), Govt. of Karnataka, Department of
Forest and Dr. K.H. Vinaya Kumar, CCF and Director, EMPRI, Karnataka Forest Department graced
the occasion as Chief Guest and Guest of Honour respectively. Dr. Prashanth, the first Vice President of
SIPMA & presently the Director of A.K Group of companies in Mangalore and Shri. Amir Abbas Vagh,
Secretary, SIPMA, CEO of the Decorative Laminates (I) Pvt. Ltd. were present at the meet. Besides
scientists of IPIRTI, scientists from IWST, Bengaluru and FRI, Dehradun also participated in the meet.
Ms. Sujatha. D, Scientist & HoD, Chemistry, IPIRTI was the Organizing Secretary of the meet.The main
objective of this meet was to provide an opportunity for wood and wood based panel industries and
consumers to exchange the facts, views and challenges for trade & technological development.

Address by Chief Guest Shri. Ajai Mishra, IFS, PCCF (Development), Govt. of Karnataka,
Department of Forest, Bengaluru
The Chief Guest Shri. Ajay Mishra addressed all the members, delegates & Scientists present in the
meet. He said that he is glad to be in the meet as the chief guest. This kind of meetings were conducted
in the past which helped in evolving the policies and catering the needs of various Stakeholders viz.,
Forest Departments, Research Institutes, Industries and Farmers etc. The Forest Department has
concern for industries and is very helpful to their industrial needs.

2

The history of plywood in India is more than 100 years old and the composite
wood was started many years ago. (He highlighted about the selection of
trees, girths and about plywood composite wood, solid wood availability and
plywood industries in Kerala Western Ghat areas.) He also expressed that
hard wood and soft wood categorization is very essential for making quality
panel products considering the advantages/disadvantages of both.
While briefing the history of establishment of IPIRTI he appreciated the
innovations made in the development of wood & other wood based composites
materials. Initially, IPIRTI focused on plywood and in concern of time IPIRTI
diversified its area to bring in innovation in the field of bamboo, agro & forest
residues for value addition. He briefed about the various advantages of wood (pest resistance, durable
etc.). He said that the institute has focused on composite woods viz. Plywood, Particle Board, Medium
Density fibreboard (MDF), utilization of Melia dubia for panel products, melamine faced chip boards
(MFC), polymers which is helpful and useful for the development of industry.
He appreciated the technological developments, education, training, testing & other research activities
of IPIRTI and said that it plays a very important role to the society and said that he is happy for these
innovations and wished the institute to continue the same in future also. He opined that all the value
addition to the available source of raw material and waste can be achieved by the co-ordination among
the research institutes and industries.
He said that IKEA, a multinational group that designs and sells ready-to-assemble furnitures industry is
also working with various type of wood composites and have established their network in our country
and now expanding their raw material sources for composite products.
He also highlighted about the various issues flagged by the industries viz. policy, legal & administrative
issues, restrictions on distances & quantity of raw materials, etc., Addressing the licensing issue he said
that it has been linked with the availability of raw materials.
He assured that the licensing issue put forth by SIPMA will be addressed by the Forest Department.
Things are getting stabilized and the licensing issues would be addressed positively.
He briefed the issue by giving example of News Paper industry. The issue of availability of raw material
is a major issue in paper production industries. But industry is overcoming this issue with some sort
of linkages with the farmers and industries, with the support of professionals for technical know-how
& buy-back system. Over a period of time, the raw material cost is also increasing. The farmers help
the industry by growing trees/plantation all over the state and supply to the industry so that both are
benefited and business becomes sustainable. The same principle can be applied in plywood industries
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also as we can produce variety of woods and its components. M/s. Hunsur Ply is working only on
Melia dubia species which is available extensively in that area. In the ISFR 2019 of Forest Survey India,
increase in the forest cover of Karnataka is 1025 km2. This also includes the increase in the forest cover
outside recorded forest area. The increase in agro forestry and farm forestry has extensively taken
place in Karnataka. Different types of species are being grown in private lands. Melia dubia is one such
common species. It can be used as wood and as raw material for wood composites also. It is very helpful
for the income generation of farmers and they can earn within short period of time (if suitable business
model is adopted). Forest department also supports the initiatives of agro forestry and farm forestry
through its various programmes like Krishi Aranya Prothshaha Yojana (KAPY) scheme by providing
incentives to the farmers and also helping in providing seedlings of small and medium size bags at
subsidized cost. Incentive of Rs.100 for 3 years subject to maximum 400 plants per hectare is provided.
The Government is supporting these programmes very much and demand is also high for seedlings. He
suggested similar approach can be made to ensure raw materials for composite woods/panels and the
similar wood based composites. The Draft National Forest Policy 2018 stresses on promotion of agro
forestry and farm forestry in increasing the income of farmers. He said the slogan “Grow more wood
and use more wood” is becoming popular.
He also spoke about the issues of Climate Change. He appreciated the importance of trees in sequestration
of carbon in wood and there by getting it locked, which is a substantial contribution in addressing the
issues of climate change. He expressed the difficulties faced by the farmers due to climatic uncertainties
in growing regular food crop like cereals, pulses millets etc., He briefed about the requirement of
industries and augmenting the supply by buy-back arrangements with farmers for mutual benefit. He
said that the State Forest Department is closely working with the IWST and IPIRTI. The long time
issues can be addressed during the discussions in the regular meetings by holding periodic IndustryInstitute Interactive Meet, he added.
He also addressed about the wood certification as this issue is concerned with the quality of the wood
supply and products manufactured from them. The authorities concerned on this issue are working and
we need to support and join hands with them. Finally, he concluded by thanking Director, IPIRTI and
other dignitaries for organizing the meet and wished the meet all success.
Technical Session
The technical presentations were made with respect to the technological activities of respective
institutes by Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director, IPIRTI, Shri. Shakti Singh Chauhan, Scientist,
IWST, Bengaluru and Dr. D.P. Khali, Sr. Scientist, FRI, Dehradrun followed by a presentation from
Shri. Anand Nandanwar, Scientist & HoD, CENTEC, IPIRTI on “IPIRTI’s role in Standardization and
inviting Comments/suggestions on existing standards for including in agenda of CED 20 meeting of
BIS” highlighting the issues related to panel products with relevance to Bureau of Indian Standards.
Mr. Victor Xavier, M/s. Green Panels, Shri. Amit Arora, M/s. Fusion Group and Shri. Vaidyanath
Hariharan, Wood Technologies Association (WTA) delivered a talk about the activities of their firms.
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Interactive Session
An interactive session was organized in which participants were invited to interact/put-forth their
views. Shri. Mayan from M/s. Western India Plywood informed that IPIRTI should minimize the
sponsored project cost to attract more industries for technological back up. Few industries also
desired to have amendments in certain Indian Standards based on the raw material being employed. It
was informed that the industries may put-forth their view in feedback form which would further be
discussed during the Bureau of Indian Standards meeting scheduled on 17th February, 2020. Finally,
the interactive meeting ended by thanking all the dignitaries, panel associations, participants for their
active participation.

Recommendations
The major recommendations from the technical and interactive session are as follows:

1. Issues pertaining to Licensing of Saw Mill/Veneer/Plywood Industries
During the discussion it was transpired that there are several plywood and veneer industries coming
up in the state without license in view of existing ambiguity created by decisions of Supreme Court
of India and High Court of Karnataka. The participants of the meet requested the State Government
to take census of all the units and take action to issue licenses to these industries, so that they can
continue production within the parameters of the law in compliance with the orders of the Supreme
Court of India and High Court of Karnataka.
5

2. Supply of quality planting material – Melia dubia
A need was felt for the mass production of Melia dubia quality seedling through clonal propagation
or seed germination in order to meet large scale demand for seedling by the farmers/private
planters. Multi locational trails in different agro climatic zones of Melia dubia under various Agro
climatic zones and also under various Agro Forestry Models need to be undertaken to evaluate the
performance of this specie. It was resolved that IWST, Bengaluru may take the lead in coordinating
the production of quality seedling of Melia dubia in coordination with FRI, IFGTB, Research Wings
of Karnataka forest department, IPIRTI and Agricultural Universities and Tree Growers Societies.

3. Amendments in Indian standards for certain panel products and CARB
certification
The panel industry sought that it requires changes in the minimum value requirement of Physical
and Mechanical properties of marine and shuttering grade panels with relevance to the plantation
timbers being used for panel making. Also the industries felt the need that in India also the panel
industries should adhere to keep the volatile organic compound emission within the prescribed
values of international standards & the infrastructure for testing facility as per relevant standards
may be established in the research institutes.
It was informed that the testing facility viz, toxicity index, limited oxygen index, formaldehyde
emission and volatile organic compound measurements are available at IPIRTI and the industries can
avail these facilities. With regard to amendments proposed in Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), it was
assured that the matter would be put forth in the next CED 20 meeting of BIS which was scheduled
on 17th February 2020.

4. Identify suitable indigenous substitute for pine timber or other timbers
being imported
The indigenous wood also face competition on account of the relatively cheap availability of
imported wood compared to the price of locally produced wood and this causes disincentives in
terms of growing trees outside forests. India is striving for conservation of forests and accounts
for biodiversity conservation, while the industries are importing the forest timbers from other
countries. The growing dependence on imports also means more illegal trade, and a question mark
on the nation’s integrity. The industries should attempt to utilize the indigenous raw material for
industrial production and account for biodiversity conservation.
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“Institute-Industry Meet” in Association with KandlaTimber Association (KTA)
Awareness Campaign in the western region through “Industry-Institute Meet” in association with
Kandla Timber Association (KTA) was organized on 5th March, 2020 at Gandhidham, Gujarat.
Shri. S. K. Mehta, IFS, Chairman, Deen Dayal Port Trust, Gandhidham graced the occasion as Chief
Guest. Dr. Amiya Chandra, Development Commissioner, KASEZ, Kandla, Gujarat; Shri. Pramod A.
Vasave, IRS, CGST Commissioner, Gandhidham; Shri. Gyanchand Jain, IRS, Additional Commissioner
of Customs, Kandla, Gujarat and Shri. Anil Kumar Jain, President, Gandhidham Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Gandhidham were Guests of Honour. Shri. Navnit Gajjar, President and
Shri. Hemachandra Yadav, Vice President, KTA were present in the meet. Scientists from IPIRTI and
IWST, Bengaluru were also present at the meet. Dr. Narasimha Murthy, Scientist & HoD, Biology,
IPIRTI was the Organizing Secretary of this meet. The main objective of this meet was to provide
an opportunity for wood/panel industries, consumers and traders to exchange the facts, views and
challenges for trade & technological issues in this platform.

Address by Chief Guest, Shri. S.K Mehta, Chairman, Deen Dayal Port Trust, Gandhidham
The Chief Guest Shri. S.K. Mehta welcomed and addressed all the members, delegates and Scientists
for the meet. He expressed wholeheartedly that he is honored to be a Chief Guest in this remarkable
event organized by IPIRTI in association with KTA.
Firstly, he thanked Dr. M.P. Singh, IFS, Director, IPIRTI
and acknowledged other Guests gathered in the meet.
He highlighted that 4 million tons of timber are being
imported by India per year in which 70% is being arrived
at Kandla to fulfill the demand and supply of timber to
the wood industries in the country. He was happy to
express that any kind of help will be provided to the
industries or the facilities required by them. Government
initiated a Smart Industry Port City (SIPC) program which
helps to connect all the ports in India for smooth functioning.
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He stated that KTA is requesting to establish Gujarat Centre for value addition of wood & wood products at
Gandhidham to cater the needs of plywood and sawmills. He also advised that KTA can form an own society to
sort out their issues with the constant support and technical guidance from IPIRTI. Government has proposed
to make Gandhidham as a future furniture park of India. In this regard, he said the suggestions, advices and
new initiatives are welcome from industries to establish and improve this furniture hub which will be helpful
for the future generation of the country. President of KTA brought up the issue of non-availability of land
for establishing Gujarat Centre for value addition of wood & wood products. In this regard, Chief Guest
mentioned that special land policy is under consideration of Kandla port region and if any provision is available
the land may be provided as per the rules. Other Guests of Honor also gave their comments and suggestions
for the development of Indian based industries.
Technical presentations
Shri. Uday D.N. Scientist & HoD, PDES, IPIRTI and Dr. Shakti Singh Chauhan, Scientist, IWST made
technical presentations on their respective institutions. Dr. Ashish Dokras, Bayer Environment Science, Bayer
Crop Science, Maharashtra and Shri. Prakash Suthar, Proprietor, M/s. Windsor, Ahmedabad made technical
presentations on “Wood preservation chemicals with respect to protection of wood and wood based panel
products” and “New challenges in utilization of wood for the construction of wooden buildings” respectively.
Open House discussion
Open House discussion was organised in which participants actively involved by raising questions related to
training of manpower and technologies to uplift their industries and its activities.The innovative technologies
will help the industries to bring out qualitative and quantitative products to fulfil the needs of the country

and also benefits the country in earning more revenue were also discussed. Few participants desired to know
about resin preparation, sawing techniques, maintenance of machineries, increase in manpower, wastage
minimization during conversion of logs into valuable products and protection of logs & sawn timber, biological
degradation, etc. Solutions for these problems were provided by concerned Scientists and experts. Finally, the
interactive session concluded by thanking all the dignitaries and participants for their active participation.
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Recommendations
The major recommendations from the open house discussion are as follows:
1. Rationalize the rates of Goods & Service tax (GST) on wood and its products
At present importers are sufffering due to 18% Integrated Goods and Service Tax (IGST) which
is payable in advance at the time of filing the Bill of Entry. In this regard, Government should
rationalize the rate of IGST from 18% to 5% to reduce the burden level of industries.
2. Rationalize the rates of custom duty on wood and its products
During the open house discussions, it was understood that the rate of custom duty had no relation
to value additions to the wood products. Participants, traders and saw mill owners requested the
Government to rationalize the rates of custom duty reasonably to support value addition in the country.
3. Training of manpower in plywood industries and saw mills
during the open house discussions, industry personnel requested to provide training to their
manpower to produce the best quality of the product to compete in international market.
4. Suitable timber species must be found for plantation to reduce the import of logs
from other countries.
There is a lot of vacant land in and around Kutch, this land can be utilized for plantations of indigenous
species which reduces the import of timbers from other countries. Hence, guidance on the suitable
timber species must be provided by the concerned research institutes for the plantation programme.
5. Plant Quarantine issues
Most of the countries have banned the use of methyl bromide as fumigant except in India. Hence,
the Government may replace this with any other suitable chemicals while importing the logs from
other countries for the benefit of industries.
The Awareness Campaigns of the North, East, West & South (NEWS) region jointly organized by
Research organizations and the Industry Association provided a good opportunity for all the industry
stake holders from across the country to put-forth their views about the challenges and the problems faced
by the industry in the country and also to understand the latest technologies which can be commercially
exploited/implemented.
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RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
SUITABILITY OF MELIA DUBIA FOR MANUFACTURE OF BLOCK BOARD
Inadequate raw materials and stringent forest policies have forced the wood based industries to become
self-reliant in terms of acquiring their own raw materials. The growing demand for timber can be met
to some extent by utilizing fast growing species and increasing the timber production through intensive
silviculture management. Not all the species of timber support this objective and a large number of timber
species are being studied for its ability to produce more volume of standing timber in a given period of
time. Such timbers are expected to be versatile so that they can be used as raw material to produce a
wide range of panel products. One such promising timber is Melia dubia. A series of studies have been
undertaken in the recent past at IPIRTI to find out the suitability of Melia dubia for producing panel
products viz. Plywood, particle board, Medium Density fiberboards (MDF), Laminated Veneer Lumber
(LVL) etc. One such study is to find out the suitability of Melia dubia for manufacturing block board.
Block board is one of the alternatives to plywood, which withstands bending better compared to plywood.
The main advantage of block board is that the heart of the board is produced from thick sections of sawn
wood assembled edge wise with in a frame which is sandwiched with cross bands and face veneers on either
sides, the core and the veneers being glued under high pressure and temperature. The left out portion of
logs during veneer peeling which is also known as peeler core or lumber core can be sawn and used as core
for block boards and thus reducing cost of manufacturing block boards.Typical applications of block boards
are in manufacturing furniture, backs of cabinets and centre panels for framed doors, kitchen cupboards,
core for flush doors, lightweight and decorative doors etc. Apart from these applications partitioning,
exhibition panelling, kitchen cabinets, bedroom and dining room furniture, loudspeaker boxes can also be
manufactured from block board.

Cross sectional view of a Block board

Pictorial view of a Block board
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In this study, Melia dubia logs were sawn and the sawn pieces was subjected to air seasoning to bring
down its moisture content slowly to 10% in order to avoid warping, bending and cracking of the sawn
pieces. The planks thus obtained were subjected to ripping in a multiple rip saw and reduced in to
battens of thickness 26.5mm which were then assembled between the edge strips of width 45 mm
and thickness 26.5 mm in such a manner to avoid significant gaps and where the strips were smaller,
the joints were staggered. Rotary peeled veneers from Melia dubia of thickness 1.6 mm coated with
Phenol formaldehyde (PF) resin was used as cross bands on either side of the core and veneers from
Melia dubia were used on both surfaces. The assembly was subjected to hot pressing at 145oC with a
specific pressure of 14 kg/cm2 for a time duration of 20 mins. The board was allowed to stabilize for 24
hours after pressing. For finishing, the board was then subjected to trimming and sanding. Block board
produced from Melia dubia was subjected to tests as per relevant Indian Standard (IS). From the test
results it is evident that block boards manufactured from Melia dubia conforms to IS:1659 – 2004, the
Indian Standards for Block boards and it can be suggested that Melia dubia is suitable for manufacture
of block board

EXTENSION
Industry/Organisation visits
02-04.01.2020: Dr. M.P. Singh, IFS, Director, IPIRTI visited to M/s. Kanara Wood and Plywood
Industries Ltd. and M/s. Expertise Industries, Jeppu, Mangalore to see the activities and technologies
of these industries.
07-09.01.2020: Dr. Pradeep Kumar Kushwaha, Scientist visited Dewas, Madhya Pradesh for inspection
of bamboo processing machines for Temi Tea Estate, Sikkim.
24.01.2020: Shri. S.C. Sahoo, Scientist visited M/s. Patina Chemicals, West Bengal to improve the
quality of additives used for both amino and phenolic adhesive manufactured at their plant as extender.
28.01.2020: Shri. S.C. Sahoo, Scientist visited M/s. Maple Moulding Pvt. Ltd, Mumbai to improve the
quality of plywood and to minimize the formaldehyde emission during manufacturing of plywood at
their unit.
28.01.2020-01.02.2020: Dr. Pradeep Kumar Kushwaha, Scientist visited Pasighat, Arunachal Pradesh
for inspection of site regarding electrical connection, civil works and machine layout of bamboo
processing unit.
08.02.2020: Dr. M.P. Singh, IFS, Director, IPIRTI visited IPIRTI Centre, Mohali to scrutinize the
activities and facilities of the Centre.
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14.02.2020: Dr. Pradeep Kumar Kushwaha visited National Institute for Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises (ni-msme), Hyderabad for making presentation for Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of
Traditional Industries (SFURTI).
14.02.2020: Shri. S.C. Sahoo, Scientist visited M/s. Matadi Plywood Industries and M/s. Dhaniram
Plywood Industries Pvt. Ltd., Raipur during the National Conference on Nanotechnology &
Environment (NCNE-2020) to approach for membership of IPIRTI.
18-23.02.2020: Dr. Vinod Kumar Upadhyay, Scientist visited 7 bagasse based particle board Industries
in Pune, Maharashtra for project data collection and discussed about particle board production, raw
material resources, etc.,
29.02.2020: Shri. S.C. Sahoo, Scientist visited M/s. Khandelwal Saw Mill Pvt. Ltd, Assam, to rectify
the warpage problem occuring during manufacturing of plywood.
02-07.03.2020: Dr. Rashmi Ramesh Shanbhag, Scientist visited Kandla, Gandhidham, Gujarat to collect
data under a project titled “Study of imported logs at Kandla Port and identification of alternative
indigenous plantations species for import subsitution.
13.03.2020: Dr. Narasimha Murthy, Scientist visited Yadagirigutta Temple Trust Board, Telangana for
timber inspection.
15-22.03.2020: Dr. Pradeep Kumar Kushwaha visited Manipur for installation of bamboo processing
unit and provided training at Common Facility Centre (CFC), Khangshim and Noney. He also visited
CFC, Churachandpur and CFC, Khangsim for final inspection. During this visit training on primary
processing of bamboo and maintenance of machine was provided to 10 staff members at Noney. 5 staff
members at Churachandpur and Khangsim each were also given one day training. Discussion was also
held on the treatment plant requirement and its budget with the Director, Manipur State Bamboo
Mission.
Meetings/Seminars/Workshops/Conferences
03.01.2020: Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director, IPIRTI attended Selection Committee meeting
as a Member (External Expert) for selection of Junior Research Fellows (JRFs)/Junior Project Fellows
(JPFs) in Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE)/External projects at Institute of
Wood Science & Technology (IWST), Bengaluru.
06.01.2020: Shri. Kiran M.C, Scientist, IPIRTI & Nodal Officer of 25th All India Forest Sports Meet
(AIFSM) attended a meeting regarding modalities of organizing 25th All India Forest Sports Meet
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(AIFSM) held under the Chairmanship of Additional Director General of Forests (FC), MoEF&CC at
New Delhi.
20.01.2020: Shri. Kiran M.C, Scientist, IPIRTI & Nodal Officer of 25th All India Forest Sports Meet
(AIFSM) attended a meeting on 25th All India Forest Sports Meet (AIFSM) to discuss regarding
participation fee, inclusion/exclusion of events, etc., held at Aranya Bhavan, Bhubaneshwar.
23.01.2020: Ms. Sujatha. D and Shri. Anand Nandanwar, Scientists attended National level seminar
on “Coir wood as viable replacement of plywood and wood in building and fast track constructions”
organized by Coir Board at Hotel Radisson Blu Atria, Bengaluru. Ms. Sujatha. D presented a paper on
“Agro based Composite Products”.
26-29.01.2020: Dr. Vipin Kumar Chawla, Scientist visited Manipur Forest Department at Imphal for
inspection of bamboo machines/VPT Plant sites under National Bamboo Mission (NBM) – Manipur
funded project from 26.01.2020 to 29.01.2020 and also attended meeting regarding bamboo “Incubation
Center” on 27.01.2020 with officials of forest department and other state officials.
27-29.01.2020: Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director, IPIRTI participated in a workshop on “Public
Procurement with E-Procurement” at Puducherry organized by National Academy of Human Resource
Development (NAHRD), New Delhi.
28-29.01.2020: Dr. M.P. Singh, IFS, Director, IPIRTI had a discussion on the pending issues related to
IPIRTI with Officials of Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) at New Delhi.
30.01.2020: Ms. Sujatha. D, Scientist attended Governing Council meeting of Indian Academy of
Wood Science (IAWS) at Institute of Wood Science & Technology (IWST), Bengaluru to discuss about
Governing Body meeting and possibility of one day workshop.
06-07.02.2020: Dr. Vipin Kumar Chawla, Scientist delivered a talk on Invest potential in bamboo
sector at Agartala under implementation of National Bamboo Mission (NBM) in Tripura and also visited
Agarbati making unit at Kumarghat, Tripura for
selection of Common Facility Centre (CFC) under
Ministry of Development of North East Regions
(MDoNER) funded project.
11-12.02.2020: Dr. Vipin Kumar Chawla and Shri.
Amitava Sil, Scientists participated as resource
persons in two days workshop for bamboo artisans
under National Bamboo Mission (NBM) organized
by Hariyali Mission, Govt. of Bihar at Purnea and
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delivered a talk on “Bamboo Composite Technology developed by IPIRTI” and “Potential Use of Bamboo
& its composites in housing technology” respectively. Dr. Vipin Kumar Chawla also provided practical
training to 20 Forest officials of Bihar Forest department.
12.02.2020: Ms. Sujatha. D and Dr. Pradeep Kumar Kushwaha, Scientists attended a meeting of State
Forest Development Corporations in the office of Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), New Delhi. The agenda of the meeting was regarding value addition of forest products;
issues related to import and export of wood and wood products; submission of projects proposals
for funding by various international organizations; forest certification; promotion of eco-tourism,
city parks (Odisha Forest Corporation model), bio-energy, wood treatment; developing linkages with
forest departments for better management, protection & conservation of forests and brief presentation
by State Forest Development Corporations. Ms. Sujatha. D made a presentation on “Advancement in
Panel Products”.
17.02.2020: Shri. Amitava Sil, Scientist and Officer In-Charge, IPIRTI Field Station, Kolkata attended
Second Convergence meeting between representatives of Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and
Recognized Laboratories under Eastern Regional Office at Bureau of Indian Standard, Kolkata.
18.02.2020: Dr. Rashmi Ramesh Shanbhag, Scientist attended one day training programme for bamboo
artisans as a resource person and presented a paper titled “processing, treatment and technology
aspects of bamboo products” organized by Office of the
Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of
Textiles, Government of India at Hubli, Karnataka.
20.02.2020: Shri. Anand Nandanwar, Scientist attended
seminar on “Acoustic behaviour of natural fibres based
composites” at Institute of Wood Science & Technology
(IWST), Bengaluru.
27-29.02.2020: Dr. Vipin Kumar Chawla, Scientist
participated as an Expert in the Environmental Science and
Forestry discipline of 14th Uttarakhand State Science and
Technology Congress (USSTC) held at Vigyan Dham, Jhajra,
Dehradun.
10.03.2020: Dr.Vipin Kumar Chawla, Scientist attended a meeting of Regional Advisory Group (RAG)
2019-20 on the theme “Development of Bamboo Value Chain” held at National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development (NABARD), Bengaluru.
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13.03.2020: Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director,
IPIRTI attended selection committee meeting as external
member for engagement of one Chief Trainer and one
Asst. Trainer for Advanced Wood Working Training Centre
at Institute of Wood Science & Technology (IWST),
Bengaluru.
13.03.2020: Shri. Amitava Sil, Scientist and Officer-In-Charge, IPIRTI Field Station, Kolkata as principal
member attended 18th meeting of Building Construction Practices Sectional Committee, CED 13 in
joint session with panel for Building Sealants and Joints, CED 13/P4 at BIS Head Quarter, Manak
Bhavan, New Delhi.
19.03.2020: Dr. M.P. Singh, IFS, Director, IPIRTI attended a Video Conference with the Joint Secretary
(Admn), Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC) to “review the status of
preventive measures taken to contain spread of Novel Corona Virus at all Attached/Sub-ordinate
Offices of MoEF&CC” held at Institute of Wood Science & Technology (IWST), Bengaluru. Dr. Manoj
24th MEETING OF WOOD AND OTHER LIGNOCELLULOSIC PRODUCTS
SECTIONAL COMMITTEE, CED 20 HELD ON 17th FEBRUARY, 2020
The 24th Meeting of Wood and other Lignocellulosic Products Sectional Committee, CED 20 in
joint session with Plywood, Veneers and Adhesives for Wood Products Subcommittee, CED 20:1,
Other Lignocellulosic Based Building Boards & Speciality Wood Products Subcommittee, CED 20:6
held at Conference Hall, IPIRTI, Bengaluru and Chaired by Dr. M. P. Singh, IFS, Director, IPIRTI.
Shri. Pradeep Singh Shekhawat, Scientist-C (Civil Engg.), Bureau of Indian Standards was the Member
Secretary. The meeting was attended by Dr. R.N. Kumar in personal capacity & as a representative
of The Western India Plywood Ltd., Kerala; Shri. S.S. Zollagud in personal capacity, Bengaluru;
Ms. Sujatha. D, Shri. Anand Nandanwar, Dr. Narasimha Murthy, Scientists, IPIRTI; Dr. S.R. Shukla,
Dr. S.S. Chauhan, Scientists representatives of Institute of Wood Science & Technology (IWST),
Bengaluru; Dr. Asokan Pappu, Dr. S.K.S. Rathore, Shri. Dhiraj, representatives of CSIR – Advance
Material and Processes Research Institute, Bhopal; Dr. C.N. Pandey, Federation of Indian Plywood &
Panel Industry (FIPPI), Delhi & representative of Century Plywood Ltd., Kolkata; Shri. Rajeshwar
Nair, Balaji Action Buildwell, New Delhi and Shri. Pratha Nath, Greenply Industries Ltd., Kolkata.
Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director, IPIRTI, Mr. Victor Pallicakal Xavier and Dr. Purshottam,
Greenpanel Industries Limited, Chitoor, Andhra Pradesh were the invitees of the meeting.
As a Chairman, Director, IPIRTI informed the Committee that, while formulating such standards,
awareness regarding some pertinent issues like better understanding of the product’s applications,
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confidence among the consumers and harmonization with ISO standards to support exports/
imports, are required. He emphasized on formulation/revision of Indian standards (Specifications)
in view of product’s specific applications so that it will be quite easy to understand the applications
of the products by the common consumers.

The Dubey,
meetingJoint
was conducted
smoothly
successfully
with the proper guidance of the Chairman
Kumar
Director, IPIRTI
alsoand
attended
the meeting.
and valuable inputs of the members during the deliberations in the meeting.
23.03.2020: Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director attended a meeting for strengthening of
Outcomes of
the meeting:administrationPeriodical
review at Institute of Wood Science & Technology (IWST), Bengaluru.
 The Committee adopted, reviewed and took decisions on the draft Standards based on the
detailed discussions and comments of the members.
 The Committee opined for amendment of few Standards and finalized draft amendments for
its publications during the meeting.
 The Committee recommended to drop some of the organizations from members lists of the
Sectional committee and sub-committees due to non-contribution in the committee work
since last three years.
 The Committee desired to upgrade the committee with new Members who can give
more contribution to the Committee for the beneficial of BIS and industries co-opted few
organizations.
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Exhibition
03-07.01.2020: Shri. RamkumarV.R and Dr. Manish Ranjan,
Scientists coordinated the institute’s participation in Indian
Science Congress (ISC) 2020 held at Gandhi Krishi Vigyana
Kendra (GKVK) campus, Bengaluru. Wood, bamboo, other
lignocellulose products and technologies developed by the
institute and its activities were exhibited. Approximately
1000 people visited IPIRTI’s stall.
07-12.01.2020: Shri. Amitava Sil, Officer-in-Charge and
other staff of IPIRTI Field Station, Kolkata participated in
five days “Sundarban Mela- Rural Exhibition cum Fair 2020”
at Canning Town, South 24 Parganas, West Bengal organized
by Bandhu Mahal with a view to disseminate the information
on the research & developments on bamboo and agro
based products done by IPIRTI to the people of Sundarban
who are extremely backward. Through this exhibition we
have tried to show them different aspects and utility of
products developed by IPIRTI and how it will make them
economically stable.
21-25.02.2020: Shri. Amitava Sil, Officer-in-Charge and other staff of IPIRTI Field Station, Kolkata
participated in five days “All India Tribal Folk Festival 2020 at Debsole, Mayurbhanj, Odisha organized
by All India Agragami Handicapped Samiti, an philanthropic and voluntary welfare organization. IPIRTI
Field Station, Kolkata also exhibited a stall in the exhibition area. The main theme of the exhibition
was to highlight the achievements and schemes of IPIRTI to the farmers, large number tribal people,
traders, Self-Help Group personnel, entrepreneurs and artisans by demonstrating technology for their
beneficial/knowledge.
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27.02.2020 - 02.03.2020: Shri. Ramkumar V.R, Dr. Manish Ranjan, Scientists coordinated the
institute’s participation in India Wood 2020 held at Bengaluru International Exhibition Centre. Wood,
bamboo, other ligno-cellulose products and technologies developed by the institute and its activities
were exhibited at the International Exhibition & Conference.

Dr. M.P. Singh IFS, Director, IPIRTI, Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director, IPIRTI, Scientists
& technical staff of IPIRTI participated and witnessed the advancements in the field of machines,
technological innovations, equipment, smart manufacturing trends as well as materials, fittings, tools
across the globe. Approximately 750 people visited IPIRTI’s stall.
Other activities
26.01.2020: 71st Republic Day of India was celebrated by staff members of IPIRTI, Bengaluru. In this
celebration, Dr. M.P. Singh, IFS, Director addressed the gathering and Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director,
IPIRTI administered the Preamble of the Indian Constitution. On this occasion, Excellency awards were also
given to Shri. Sampath Kumar, JTA, Shri. H.B. Malleshaiah, Driver and Shri. Hanumantharayappa, MTS.

25th ALL INDIA FOREST SPORTS MEET (AIFSM) HELD
DURING 3rd - 7th, MARCH 2020
Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director, IPIRTI and some of the Scientists & Staff members from Indian
Plywood Industries Research and Training Institute (IPIRTI), Bengaluru and Field Station, Kolkata
participated in the 25th All India Forest
Sports Meet (AIFSM), 2020 organized by
Forest Department, Govt. of Odisha at
Bhubaneshwar. Shri. Kiran M.C, Scientist
was the Nodal Officer for the sports meet.
Shri. Sujit Shashikant Patil, LDC won the
Gold Medal in Weight Lifting and bought
glory to the institute.
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NABL Activities
20.01.2020: IPIRTI Field Station, Kolkata laboratory has submitted application to NABL for renewal of
its accreditation as per ISO/IEC: 17025-2017.
06.03.2020: Shri.Amitava Sil, Scientist, OIC and Quality Manager, IPIRTI Field Station, Kolkata conducted
11th Management Review meeting as per ISO/IEC: 17025-2017 for maintaining National Accreditation
Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL) activities at IPIRTI Field Station, Kolkata.

Visit of Dignitaries/Delegates/Students/Trainees
09.01.2020: Shri. Ramkumar V.R, Scientist coordinated visit of two Architects from M/s. Anantha
Construction, Bengaluru and familiarized about institute’s activities and demonstrated bamboo housing
techniques.
09.01.2020: Shri. Ramkumar V.R, Scientist coordinated visit of Ms. Jeenus Shrestha, student & her
team of three members from Acharya NRV School of Architecture and demonstrated about Bamboo
housing techniques.
16.01.2020: Shri. Ramkumar V.R and Dr. Manish Ranjan, Scientists
coordinated and familiarized about IPIRTI’s activities and bamboo
housing techniques to a team of 10 M.Sc., Students from University
of Nagaland who visited IPIRTI as a part of their study tour.
21.01.2020: Shri. Ramkumar V.R, Scientist coordinated visit of
Shri. Sainath Kumar, Engineer and contactor who visited IPIRTI to know about its activities and Bamboo
housing techniques.
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27.01.2020: Shri. Ramkumar V.R and Dr. Manish Ranjan, Scientists coordinated the visit of 22 Post
Graduate Diploma Students of Advanced Wood Training Course from Institute of Wood Science &
Technology (IWST), Bengaluru who visited IPIRTI to learn about composites from wood and other
lingo cellulose materials.
30.01.2020: Shri. Ramkumar V.R, Scientist coordinated the visit of Shri. K. N. Moorthy, IFS, Retd
Addl. PCCF and Shri. Venkatesh, Retd CCF, Govt. of Karnataka who visited IPIRTI to know about
advanced technologies and machinery for livelihood support of local farmers of Karnataka.
04.02.2020: Shri. Ramkumar V.R, Scientist coordinated the visit of thirteen trainees of short term
course from Institute of Wood Science & Technology (IWST), Bengaluru who visited IPIRTI to
learn about composites from wood and other lingo cellulose materials. A brief information on wood
protection was also given to them.
10.02.2020: Shri. M. Kumar Raja, Secretary, Coir Board and Dr. Arun Kumar, Managing Director,
KSCFL visited IPIRTI and had an official discussion with Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director,
IPIRTI, Ms. Sujatha.D and Shri. Anand Nandanwar, Scientists regarding establishment of Centre of
Excellence on coir composites.
10.02.2020: Shri. RamkumarV.R, Scientist coordinated the visit of two Architects from NPN Associates,
Bengaluru who visited IPIRTI to know about its activities and Bamboo housing techniques.
11.02.2020: Shri. Ramkumar V.R and Dr. Manish Ranjan,
Scientists coordinated the visit of 48 B.Sc., forestry students
from Forest College and Research Institute (FCRI), Hyderabad
and familiarized about institute’s activities and bamboo housing
techniques.
11.02.2020: Shri. Chinmoy Kumar Das, Director, M/s. Patina
Chemicals, West Bengal visited IPIRTI Field Station, Kolkata and had discussion with Shri. S.C. Sahoo,
Scientist to submit an official letter to carry out the efficacy study of the Polymate -888 as an additive
for amino resin to enhance the adhesive properties specially designed for the additive products so as to
act the amino resin as pre – press adhesive for manufacture of wood based panel products.
11.02.2020: Shri. Abhirup Dutta and Shri. Himanshu Kumar Sinha, Partner, M/s. Maa Manasha
Chemicals, West Bengal visited IPIRTI Field Station, Kolkata to discuss with Shri. S.C. Sahoo, Scientist
for sponsoring a project regarding development of membrane adhesive at their plant.
28.02.2020: Dr. Bhatia from V.P. Protos Engineering Ltd. visited IPIRTI, Bengaluru and had an official
discussion with Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director, IPIRTI, Ms. Sujatha. D and Shri. Uday D.N.,
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Scientists about potential collaboration and sponsored project at IPIRTI Bengaluru.
28.02.2020: Shri. Ramkumar V.R, Scientist coordinated the visit of Shri. Anbarasu, Engineer & member
of NGO from Tiruvannamalai, Tamil Nadu who visited IPIRTI, Bengaluru and explained activities and
bamboo housing techniques of IPIRTI.
02.03.2020: A Japanese Delegation consisting of two officials
viz., Ms. WATANABE Asako, Director and Mr. TSUNEMATSU
Mamoru, Deputy Director, Wood Utilization Division from the
Forestry Agency of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries, Japan visited IPIRTI and had an official discussion with
Dr. M.P. Singh, IFS, Director, IPIRTI regarding “Wood utilization
in India”. Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director, IPIRTI and
Scientists of IPIRTI were present in the meeting.

TRAINING
One Year Post-Graduate Diploma Course (PGDC) in Plywood and Panel Products
Technology (PPPT):
31st batch of One Year Post-Graduate Diploma Course (PGDC) in Plywood and Panel Products
Technology (PPPT) has commenced from January, 2020. 30 candidates are undergoing training.
Short Term Vocational Training Course:
10-13.02.2020: A short-term training programme on “Plywood Mycological test and Fungus culture
preparation” was conducted for a candidate from Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) at IPIRTI, Bengaluru.
04-05.03.2020: Special Training on “Evaluation of steady state formaldehyde emission using 1m3
chamber method” was conducted for 3 candidates from M/s. Bajaj Action Tesa at IPIRTI, Bengaluru.
Training attended/undergone
20-24.01.2020: Dr. Ranjana Yadav, Scientist & OIC, IPIRTI
Centre, Mohali attended five days training programme
on “Solid Waste Management Technology & Regulatory
Compliance” sponsored by Department of Science &
Technology (DST) at National Institute of Technical
Teachers Training and Research (NITTTR), Chandigarh.
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17-22.02.2020: Shri. Ramkumar, V.R, Scientist attended short term training course on “Composite
Materials: Theory and Applications” at SRM University, Chennai.
23-28.02.2020: Smt. Krishna Kumari. T, Private
Secretary attended a training programme on
“Communication Skills for Managers” organized by
Administrative Staff College of India at Hyderabad.
Special Training Course
20-21.01.2020: IPIRTI organized two-days Training Workshop for Indian Forest Service Officers on
“Contribution of Forests Plantation in Livelihood support Industrial Production” at IPIRTI, Bengaluru
sponsored by Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India.
Shri. Uday D.N and Shri. Ramkumar.V.R, Scientists were the Course Director and Course Coordinator
respectively.

During the course of training, Shri. Uday. D.N, HoD, PDES, IPIRTI; Shri. Shyam Daga, Executive
Director, M/s. Archid Ply, Dr. Manoj Kumar Dubey, Joint Director IPIRTI; Shri. Siddharth Karthikeyan,
Sales Manager, Dieffenbacher India Pvt. Ltd.; Ms. Sujatha. D, HoD, Chemistry, IPIRTI; Dr. Shakti
Singh Chauhan, Scientist-G, Institute of Wood Science & Technology (IWST), Bengaluru presented
technical talk on various topics. As a part of training, participants were taken to laboratories and
facilities at IPIRTI. The training concluded with experience sharing from the participants, distribution
of certificates and vote of thanks by Shri. Ramkumar. V. R, Scientist & Course Coordinator. IPIRTI
has been awarded with 88% Weighted Average by Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), Government of India for overall performance in organizing this training.
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SHORT TERM TRAINING COURSES FOR JUL - DEC, 2020 AT BENGALURU
Sl.
No

Title of the Training Course

Duration

Date

Fees*

Plywood Manufacturing- II ( Adhesives For Plywood And
1 Plywood Manufacturing-Resin Preparation, Gluing, Hot 5 Days
Jul 13-17 18000
Pressing)
Testing of Plywood And Block Board ss per
2
5 Days
Jul 20 -24 24000
IS:303,IS:710,IS:1328,IS:4990 And IS: 1659
3 Preliminary Bamboo Processing and Bamboo preservations
2 days
Aug 06-07 7200
Bamboo Composites Technology (Mat & Strip based
4
3 days
Aug 12-14 12000
products)
Low Cost Phenolic Resins Using Renewable Bio Materials
5
5 days
Aug 24-28 18000
As Replacement For Phenol
** Programme Coordinator: Dr. V K Upadhyay, Head, IT & SORIT (upadhyay@ipirti.gov.in). You can
apply online by filling and submitting the Registration Form (PDF/Doc.) Registration has to be done 10
days before the date of commencement of the course by remitting prescribed course fee. Fees payable to
the organization may be sent by Demand Draft in favour of Director, IPIRTI, Bengaluru and sent by post
to Post Bag No.2273, Tumkur Road,Yeshwanthpur PO, Bengaluru - 560 022.
* 18% GST

SHORT TERM TRAINING COURSES FOR JUL-DEC, 2020 AT KOLKATA
Sl.
No
1
2
3
4
5

Title of the Training Course

Duration

Date

Fees*

Block Board & Flush Door Manufacturing
Low Formaldehyde emission adhesives for plywood and
particle board
Retention of Preservative Chemical
Testing of Plywood, Block Board, Flush Door
Low Cost and Special Resin For Manufacture Of Plywood

5 days

Jul 27-30 18000

3 days

Aug 26-28 12000

5 days
5 days
5 days

Sep 21-25 18000
Oct 12-16 18000
Nov 16-20 18000

** Programme Coordinator: Mr. Amitava Sil, IPIRTI Field Station Kolkata, 2/2 Biren Roy Road
(West), Sarsuna, Kolkata-61, Tele Fax:033-24983120, Mob:09874219758 (ipirtikolkata@ipirti.gov.
in). Registration has to be done 10 days before the date of commencement of the course by remitting
prescribed course fee. Fees payable to the organization may be sent by crossed Demand Draft in favour
of Director, IPIRTI. You can apply online by filing and submitting the Registration Form.
* 18% GST
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SHORT TERM TRAINING COURSES FOR JUL-DEC, 2020 AT MOHALI
Sl. No Title of the Training Course

Duration Date

Fees*

1

Testing Of Plywood As Per IS 303, 1328, 710 & 4990

5 days

Jul 20-24 12000

2

Analysis of Raw Material (Phenol & Formalin)

3 days

Aug 18-20 12000

3

Testing Of Plywood As Per IS 303, 1328, 710 & 4990

5 days

Sep 07-11 14400

4

Analysis of Raw Material and Resin Manufacturing ( PF &
UF)

5 days

Oct 12-16 18000

5

Retention of Preservative Chemical

5 days

Nov 23-27 14400

* Lodging and Boarding are not included and have to be arranged by the trainees & 18% GST extra.
Programme Coordinator: Dr. Ranjana Yadav (ranjana@ipirti.gov.in) IPIRTI Centre (MoEF&CC, Govt
of India) B-65, Phase -7, Industrial Area, Mohali-160055, Punjab.Tele: 0172-5095875. Registration has
to be done 10 days before the date of commencement of the course by remitting prescribed course fee.
Fees payable to the organization may be sent by crossed Demand Draft in favour of Director, IPIRTI,
Bengaluru.You can apply online by filing and submitting the Registration Form.

SUPERANNUATION
Shri. Naresh Chandra Das had joined IPIRTI Field Station, Assam in January,
1983 as Peon and then transferred to IPIRTI Field Station, Kolkata in April,
1999 as laboratory attendant. He has retired from service on superannuation
in the month of February, 2020.
The institute acknowledges the services rendered by him and wishes him a
Prosperous and Healthy retired life.
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